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many points of view this must have been an
interesting visit, for our possessions in the
Malay peninsula are a proof of the vitality of
the Empire and that its expansion is not yet at
an end. A few decades ago we had one or two
trading stations on the coast of an unexplored
tract of land, with a barbarous people at our
back. Those who passed outside the British
lines incurred dangers which even their mission-
aries did not care to face. A marshy, malarious
land, inhabited by treacherous predatory tribes,
offered no invitation to the peaceful settler.
Yet the English officer faced the task, since
such a state of things was a constant menace
to our trading stations. By a thorough know-
ledge of Malay language and customs, and by
most patient tact, one Sultan after another was
persuaded to accept a Resident. In the case
of Perak, this official, Mr. Birch, was assassin-
ated, but a punitive expedition convinced the
Malay once for all, that behind the pacific
methods lay the strength and the power to
repay injuries. At last, in 1896, the various
states formed a Federation, with an English
Resident-General, and so obtain uniformity of
administration and law, with a force of Indian
troops for common service in the federated
states. As Sir Frank Swettenham, the Resi-
dent-General, and other responsible officials